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Executive Summary

Salmon Arm, Revelstoke, and Golden Invasive Plant 
Management Areas (IPMAs) and entire Columbia Shuswap 
Region.

 

  

Project  Area: 

Mission St at em ent :Mission St at em ent :

It was another wild year with a heat 
wave, wildfires and the Covid-19 
pandemic continuing impacts in the 
Columbia Shuswap and across BC.

 As you'll read about in the coming 
pages, our team accomplished quite 
a lot and we found some new and 
interesting ways to reach our target 
audiences, while staying safe.  

We celebrated successes, such as 
many invasive plants treated and no 
invasive zebra and quagga mussels 
found across the region! 

We are extremely grateful to 
generous funders and partners. 

A huge thank you as well to Board 
members, volunteers and members 
who continue to support CSISS and 
our goals of protecting this region's 
biodiversity from the impacts of 
invasive species. 

Finally, a huge thank you to the staff 
of CSISS - they have remained 
dedicated and enthusiastic 
throughout the year! 

A m essage f rom  our  
Execut ive Direct or :

- Robyn Hooper



Executive Summary

Salmon Arm, Revelstoke, and Golden Invasive Plant 
Management Areas (IPMAs) and entire Columbia Shuswap 
Region.

Mission St at em ent :

Vision St at em ent :
 

The environment, economy and society of the Columbia Shuswap region are protected from the 
adverse impacts of invasive species.   

 

  

The Columbia Shuswap Invasive Species Society is a network of partners who facilitate the prevention, 
reduction and management of invasive species through collaboration, engagement, and education.   

Mission St at em ent :

The object ives of  t he Societ y are:  

a) To educat e and engage public, pr ivat e landowners, land 
and aquat ic m anagers, First  Nat ions and ot hers about  
invasive species and t heir  im pact s. 

c) To do all ot her  t h ings as are incident al and ancil lary t o t he 
at t ainm ent  of  t he above purposes. 

 

b) To est ablish and operat e invasive species 
m anagem ent  program s. 



2021 Terrestrial Program Highlights
Maximizing the Probability of Detection and Eradication of 
New Invasives 

Com plet ed 850 
t arget ed invasive 

plant  surveys 

Reached over  1 324 
landowners  

regarding invasive 
plant  m anagem ent

Com plet ed 
m echanical 

t reat m ent  at  47 
pr ior it y locat ions 

Adm inist ered 4 
herbicide spray 

cont ract s, t reat ing 
54 pr ior it y sit es 

Inst alled 'Do Not  
Mow ' and 'Do Not  
Com post ' signage 
across t he region

Suppor t ed 7 
weed pulls w it h 
6 par t ner  
organizat ions

Responded t o 130 request s for  
inform at ion and 37 invasive plant  

repor t s 

 Terrestrial Field Program                                             Project Updates



 Blanket Creek Provincial Park Restoration Project

In 2021, the collaborative restoration project in Blanket Creek 
Provincial Park continued. The work, guided by a restoration plan 
prepared by Shearing Environmental Consultants Ltd, targets a 

former gravel pit impacted by invasive plants. Each week 
throughout the dry and hot summer, CSISS staff watered the native 
trees and shrubs planted in the fall of 2020.

Through t he rem oval and/or  
displacem ent  of  invasive plant s 
and t he re-est ablishm ent  of  
nat ive species, t he project  aim s 
t o encourage nat ural 
regenerat ion of  local habit at s 
and prom ot e a resil ient  nat ive 
plant  assem blage for  t he fut ure. 

We are t hr i l led w it h t he incredible ef for t s of  
volunt eers and can't  wait  t o cont inue t h is 
in it iat ive next  spr ing! 

In fal l  of  2021, rest orat ion ef for t s included t he plant ing of   441 shrubs and 

t rees and 100 cot t onwood st akes. An area of  2300 m ² was seeded.  

 Terrestrial Field Program                                             Project Updates

CSISS completed detailed site inventory for invasive yellow flag iris in sites around the 
Shuswap, including sites at : White Lake, Turner Creek, McGuire Lake, Gardom Lake 
and Little White Lake

The Shuswap Trails Alliance crews mechanical treated infestations of yellow flag iris at 
White Lake as highest priority, and sites at Turner Creek and McGuire Lake. CSISS staff 
and ISCBC Stronger BC Team completed dead-heading at Little White Lake to prevent 
seed spread. CSISS staff completed monitoring at each waterbody to ensure successful 
treatment.

  Yellow Flag Iris sites around the Shuswap 

The Invasive Species Council of  Br it ish Colum bia 
(ISCBC) suppor t ed t he Project  w it h St ronger  BC 
Act ion t eam s com plet ing work  on bot h project s.

These project s are m ade possible f rom  t he funding 
suppor t  of  BC Parks, Environm ent  and Clim at e 
Change Canada,Habit at  Conservat ion Trust  
Foundat ion, and ot hers.



    Education and Outreach Program                              Aquatic Field Program

The Salm on Arm  Bay 
Nat ure Enhancem ent  
Societ y (SABNES)  
rem oving Bit t ersweet  
n ight shade f rom  t he 
Salm on Arm  foreshore  
t rai l .

Com m unicat ions & Social Media

Aquat ic Out reach

943 Followers 
on Inst agram

578 followers on 
Facebook w it h a 
reach of  34 697

Host ed 26 boat er   
out reach event s

Engaged direct ly 
w it h 490 boat ers

New bil lboard 
inst alled east  of  

Golden BC 

Visit ed 5 pet  
st ores w it h 
'Don't  Let  it  

Loose' 
m essaging

CSISS-host ed workshops included:

- Invasive Plant and Management Workshop: Trails and 

Recreation Areas Focus

- PlantWise and Pollination Networking for your Garden

- Invasive plant ID workshop: Yellow Flowers)

- Invasive plant identification walk as part of Revelstoke 

Wildflower Festival  (in-person August 2021)

Out reach act ivit ies in 2021 were adapt ed t o suit  t he 
COVID-19 sit uat ion and  changed accordingly t hroughout  
t he year . Many aspect s of  t he program  were m oved 
online and sm all group t rain ing sessions  replaced large 
group event s.  



    Education and Outreach Program                              Aquatic Field Program

13 wat er  bodies  

NO invasive 
mussels  
detected!

Thir t een wat er -bodies were m onit ored for  invasive 
Zebra or  Quagga m ussels (Dreissena pilumorphs or 
bugensis). A fur t her  8 sit es were m onit ored f rom  adult  
m ussels only. 

166 plank t on sam ples were collect ed and analyzed.  

No invasive m ussels were det ect ed w it h in t he region.  

  

  24 locat ions 

  166 sam ples 

24 sit es were m onit ored for  aquat ic 
invasive pant s.  

No new infest at ions were det ect ed.

Public repor t s of  Am er ican bullf rogs at  2 sit es in 2020 
result ed in surveys t h is season.  At  a rem ot e sit e near  
Falk land, a song-m et er  was used t o record pot ent ial 
calls, and at  a busy cam pground on Lake Revelst oke, 
cam pers were shown im ages and recordings and asked 
if  t hey had seen or  heard bullf rogs.  

No evidence of  Am er ican Bullf rogs was discovered at  
eit her  sit e.



   Finances and Funding 

Funding in 2021: 
over  $360,000 in 

new revenue 
conf irm ed

Expenses in 
2021

CSISS Program s

90%

Adm inist rat ion

10%

In Kind 
Cont r ibut ions:

over  $7000
# Funders 

18
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ISCBC StrongerBC Teams (Salmon Arm and Vernon) 

Numerous weed pull volunteers 

Numerous in-kin rofessional support 

Acknowledgment 

of Contributions 

in 2021 

Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and 

Rural Development (FLNRORD) 

Employment and Social Development Canada (Canada Summer 

Jobs Program) 

Environment and Climate Change Canada 

Ministry ofTransportation and Infrastructure 

Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation 

Columbia Shuswap Regional District 

BC Community Gaming Grant 

Shuswap Watershed Council 

City of Salmon Arm 

Parks Canada 

BC Hydro 

BC Parks 

Nature Trust of BC 

Columbia Basin Trust 

Shuswap Community Foundation grant 

Invasive Species Council of British Columbia 

Other Contributions received from: 

Shuswap Waterfront Owners Association 

Revelstoke Accommodation Association 

Plus other small donations, in kind supports 

and honorariums 

See CSISS 2021 Financial Report for more details. 
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?Change is never easy, and it often creates discord, but 
when people come together for the good of humanity 
and the Earth, we can accomplish great things.?
? David Suzuk i



CSISS Board of  Direct ors 2020

Hamish Kassa- Chair

Chris Chochran- Vice Chair

Laurel Corrigan- Director

John Braisher- Director

Adam Croxall- Director

Chris Gill- Director

Diane Millar- Director

Peter Tarleton-Director

Thank you to those who finished terms in October 2021:

Warren Fortier

Darren Komonoksi

Joe McCulloch

Welcome to New Directors in  October 2021:

Jeromy Schuetze- Director

Erin Vieira-Director

CSISS St af f  2021

Robyn Hooper- Executive Director

Laura Gaster- Field Operations Program Coordinator

Sue Davies- Aquatic Invasive Species Program Coordinator

Kim Kaiser- Education and Outreach Program Coordinator

Kathleen Meszaros- Invasive Species Program Assistant 

Jess Booth- Outreach Program Assistant 

Team  and Board of  
Direct ors



colum biashuswapinvasives.org

info@colum biashuswapinvasives.org

@Colum biaShuswapInvasives

@colum biashuswapinvasives

1-855-PUL-WEED (785-9333)

@CSISS_Invasives
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