
The Weed Control Act of BC imposes a duty on 
occupiers of land to control noxious weeds, but 
without wide-spread cooperations and a 
commitment by individuals to address the problem, 
the efforts of invasive programs such as this can 
only have limited sucess.  Please do your part by 
learning more about invasive plant and getting 
involved with local environmental  initiaves. 

www.columbiashuswapinvasives.org
Or call toll free: 1-855-PUL-WEED (785-9333)

Columbia Shuswap Invasive Species Society
columbiashuswapinvasives.org 

Report weed locations to 
CSISS or use the Report a 
Weed app developed by 
the Ministry of Forests, 
Lands and Natural 
Resoure Operations. 
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bcinvasives.ca

Invasive Plants
of  the Columbia Shuswap

Learn to recognize and 
identify invasive plants and share this 
information with friends.



The main goal of CSISS is to prevent the introduction 
of new invasive species and protect ecologically 
sensitive areas and agricultural land from weeds and 
invasive species that are already present.

To achieve this, the CSISS provides 
education to raise public awareness 
of the impacts of invasive species 
and assist in the coordination and 
control efforts of agencies and 
individuals.  The CSISS also serves 
as a resource in order to provide 
management guidance to residents 
of the Columbia-Shuswap. 

The CSISS in partnership with the CSRD operates a 
noxious weed program based on the BC Weed 
Control Act. This piece of provincial legislation 
requires land owners or occupiers to control noxious 
weeds on their properties. If necessary, enforcement 
action may be used to access private land and control 
noxious weeds if satisfactory control is not achieved. 

CSISS has partnered with the Ministry of Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations to 
distribute biological control agents to help control 
noxious weeds and invasive species. 

  Only some noxious 
weeds and invasive 
plants have biological 
control agents available. 

Biological Control makes use of a weed’s natural 
enemies such as insects from its home range, to 
reduce plant populations. Bio-control agents are 
carefully screened and monitored for several years 
before being brought to 
Canada for release. 

Noxious Weeds, also called Invasive Plants, are non-
native plant species that invade our ecosystems and 
out-compete local plants and cultivated crops for water, 
nutrients and light.  Highly adaptable and difficult to 
control, these alien plants grow aggressively without the 
insect predators and plant pathogens that kept them in 
check in their natural habitats.

Invasive plants are tough, adaptable and aggressive, 
growing quickly on disturbed sites via root fragments or 
seeds.  A single plant can produce thousands of seeds 
that can be dispersed by wind, water and soil. 

Seeds and plant parts may hitch a ride on boots, 
clothing, animals and vehicles, thus dispersing from 
infested areas.

Invasive plants affect biodiversity by rapidly 
displacing native plant species that provide habitat 
for wildlife, and food for people and livestock.  
Invasive plants pose a threat to rare ecosystems, 
increase the frequency of wildfires and reduce survival 
rates of native species following fire events. In 
addition, riparian or wetland habitat alteration may 
result in erosion, sedimentation and loss of aquatic 
habitat. 

Weeds can be found almost anywhere:     

roads, 
trails,

railways,
grasslands,          

parks…

even your 
own garden!






